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and the Welfare of my Couztry,, till I am affured that 
He and his Coadjutors have fome particular Privi- 
lege to write on thefe important Subjects, juft in 
what Manner they pleafe, without being molefted 
with any An/wers, Remarks, or Animadverfions. 
I am, SIR, 
Your humble Servant, 


Cc. N. BrITANNICUS. 


ADVERTISEME NT. 
Speedily will be publith’d, 

A foort and eafy Method of acquiring Duuness ; or, 
the Art of being unintelligible, /o as not to be found out 
by the deareft Friend or neareft Relation 3 with proper 
Rules. to damp Imagination, and prevent Elocution. By 
a Perfon, who has, for thefe many Years laf? paft, pro- 
Seffed Non-conception, and Difficulty of Utterance ; the 
Whole ina few Wards, the Author not being Mafter of 
many. To be bad only at the Hand and Pen wear 


Whitehall. 
LOTTA 


N° 16. Friday, Fanuary 27. 








In HOC SIGNO vinees. 





B® A VING as yef given the Reader little 
befides grave Difcourfes on publick 
Bod Matters, and forefecing that, during the 
Seffion of Parliament, I hhall be obliged 

Bx to continue daily in the fame Track, lam 
willing to take this one Opportunity of 
prefenting him with fomething, which has no Relation 
at 
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at all to publick Affairs, but is of a Nature purely a- 
muting, and entirely void of Refleétion upon any Per- 
fon whatfoever. 

My Friend A/varez (a Man not unknown to many 
here, by his frequent Journies to England) did. fome 
time fince make me a Prefent of a Perfian Manufcript,. 
which he met with while he follow’d the Fortunes of 
Meriweis. An exaét Tranflation of the firft Chapter has 
been made, at my Requeit, by the learned Mr. So/omox 
Negri, and is as follows. 


The Firft Vifion of Camilick. 


N the Name of God, ever merciful , and of Ha/y 

his Prophet. I flept in the Plains of Bagdad, and 
I dreamed a Dream. [I lifted my Eyes, and I fawa 
vaft Field, pitch’d with the Tents of the mighty, and 
the ftrong ones of the Earth in Array of Battle. I 
ebferv’d the Arms and Enfigns of either Hoft. In the 
Banners of the one were piétur’d a Crown and Scep. 
tre ; and upon the Shields of the Soldiers were en- 
graven Scourges, Chains, Iron Maces, Axes, and all 
kinds of Inftruments of Violence. The Standards of 
the other bore the Crown and Sceptre alfo; but the 
Devices on the Shields were the Balance, the Olive 
Wreath, the Plough-Share, and other emblematical 
Figures of Jaftice, Peace, Law, and Liberty. Between 
thefe two Armies, I faw a King come forth, and fign 
a large Roll of Parchment; at which loud Shouts of 
Acclamation were heard from every Quarter. The 
Roll itfelf flew up into the Air, and appear’d over their 
Heads, encompafied with Rays of Glory. I obferved 
that where.ever the fecond Army moved, this glori- 
ous Apparition attended them; or rather the Arm 
feemed only to move, as That guided or diveéted: 
Soon after, I faw both thefe Hofts engaged, and the 
whole Face of the Land overfpread with Blood. f: 
faw.the King, who had fign’d and broken that /acred 
Charters 
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Charter, drink out of a golden Cup, fall into Con- 
vulfions, gafp and die. 

IT then faw another King take his Place; who, in 
the moft folemn Manner, engaged to make the Words 
contain’d in the Ro// the Guide of his A&tions ; but 
notwithftanding This, I faw both Armies again en- 
counter. I faw the Kinga Prifoner. I faw his Son 
relieve him, and I faw the Chiefs of the other Army 
put to Death. Yet that victorious Son himfelf bow’d 
his Head to the Parchment; which now appear’d 
with fuller Luftre than before. Several other Battles 
enfued, with vaft Slaughter on both Sides; during 
which the ce/eftial Volume was fometimes clouded over 5 
but ftill again exerted its Rays, and after every Cloud 
appear’d the brighter. I obferved thofe Heroes, who 
fought beneath it, tho’ ever fo unfortunate, not once 
to abate their Courage, while they had the leaft Glimpfe 
of that heavenly Apparition in their View ; and even 
Thofe, whom I faw overthrown, pierced with ghaftly 
Wounds, and panting in Death, refign’d their Lives 
in Smiles, and with Eyes caft up to that glorious Ob- 
ject. At laft the long Contention ceafed. I beheld 
both Armies unite and move together under the fame 
divine Influence. I faw one King twelve Times bow 
down before the bright Phenomenon; which from 
thence-forward fpread a Light over the whole Land ; 
and, defcending nearer to the Earth, the Beams of it 
grew fo warm as it approach’d, that the Hearts of the 
Inhabitants leap’d for Joy. The Face of War was no 
more. The fame Fields, which had fo long been the 
Scene of Death and Defolation, were now cover'd 
with golden Harvefts. The Hills were cloath’d with 
Sheep. The Woods fung with Gladnefs. Plenty 
laugh’d in the Valleys. Induftry, Commerce, and 
Liberty danced hand in hand thro’ the Cities. 

While I was delighting myfelf with this amiable 
Profpeét, the Scene entirely changed. The F ields and 
Armies vanifhed ; and I faw a large and — 

all, 
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Hall, refembling the. great Divan or, Council of the 
Nation. At the upper End of it, under a Canopy, I 
beheld the facred Covenant, thining asthe Sun. The 
Nobles of the Land were there aflembled. ‘They pro- 
ftrated themfelves before it, and they fung an Hymn. 
Let the Heart of the King be glad; for bis People are 
happy! May the Light of the Covenant be a Lanthorn 
to the Feet of the Fudgess for by This foall they fepa- 
rate Truth from Falfbood. O Innocence rejoyce! for by 
this Light foalt thou walk in Safety; nor foall the Op- 
preffor take bold on thee. O Fuftice be exceeding glad! 
for by this Light all thy Fudgments fhall be decreed 
with Wifdom; nor foall any Man fay thou haf erred. 
Let the Hearts of all the People be glad! for This have 
their Grandfathers died; in This have their Fathers 
rejoiced; and in This may their Pofterity rejoyce ever- 
more! 

Then all the Rulers took a folemn Oath to preferve 
it inviolate and unchanged, and to facrifice their Lives 
and their Fortunes, rather than fuffer themfelves or 
their Children to be deprived of fo invaluable a Bief- 


fing. 

yr This, I faw another and larger Affembly come 
forward into the Hall, and join the firft. Thefe paid 
the fame Adorations to the Covenant; took the fame 
Oath; they fung the fame Hymn; and added a fo- 
lemn Form of Imprecation to this effect. Let the 
Words of the Roll be for ever in our Eyes, and graven 
on our Hearts; and accurfed be He, who layeth Hands 
on the fame. Accurfed be. He, who fall remove. this 
Writing from the Peoples or who fhall bide the Law 
thereof from the King. Let that Man be cut off from 
the Earth. Let bis Riches be fcatter'd as the Duff. 
Let his Wife be the Wife of the People. Let not bis 
jirft-born be rank'd among the Nobles. Let bis Pa- 
laces be deftroy'd. Let bis Gardens be asa Defart, ba- 
ving no Water. Let bis Horfes and. his Horfemen 
be overthrown; and let bis Dogs devour their — 
es! 
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fes !—In the midft of thefe Execrations’enter’d a Man, 


drefs’d in a plain Habit, ‘with a Purfe of Gold in his 
Hand. He threw himfelf- forward into'the Room, in 
a bluff, ruffianly Manner. A Smile, or rather a Snear, 
fat on his Countenance. ‘His Face was’ bronz’d over 
with a Glare of Confidence. An arch Malignity feer’d 
inhis Eye. Nothing was fo extraordinary as the Ef- 
feét of this Perfon’s Appearance. They no ‘fooner 
faw him, but They all turn’d their Faces from the 
Canopy, and fell proftrate before him. He trod over 
their Backs, without any Ceremony, and march’d di- 
reily up to the Throne. He open’d his Purfe of 
Gold ; which he took out in Handfuls, and f{cattered 
amongft the Affembly. While the greater Part were 
engaged in fcrambling for thefe Pieces, He feiz’d, to 
my inexpreffible Surprife, without the leaft Fear, upon 
the facred Parchment itfelf. He rumpled it rudely 
up, and cramm’d it into his Pocket. Some of the 
People began tomurmur. ‘He threw more Gold, and 
they were pacified. No fooner was the Parchment 
taken away, but in an Inftant I {aw half the auguft A 
fembly in Chains. Nothing was heard thro’ the whole 
Divan, but the Noife of Fetters, and Clank of Irons. 
T {aw Pontiffs in their ecclefiaftical Habits, and Sena- 
tors, clad in Ermine, linked together like the moft 
ignominious Slaves, ‘Terror and Amazement were im- 
preffed on every Countenance, except on That of fome 
few, to whom the Man continued difperfing his Gold. 
This He did, till his Purfe became empty. Then He 
dropt it; but then too, in the very fame Moment, He 
himfelf dropt with it to the Ground. That and the 
Date of his Power at once expired. He funk, and 
funk forever. The radiant Vo/ume again rofe ; again 
fhone out, and reaffumed its Place above the Throne ; 
the Throne, which had been darkened all this Time, 
was now filled with the Effulgence of the Glory, 
which darted from it. Every Chain dropped eff in an 
Znilant. Every Face regained its former a 

nels. 





